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A QUIET PLACE

Former pattern cutter Jackie Lee finds
her design voice with J. JS Lee—a line of
elegant, sta,tementﬁmaking separates.

By NICK AXELROD

PLAYED IN JAPAN

American icon Michael Kors takes over
Tokyo—with a little help from Jennifer
Hudson! By ANNE SLOWEY
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Lawyer Candice Cook adapts her office
chic to suit her diverse client roster.
By Janna Jornson O'TooLE
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Diane von Furstenberg parlayed a
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After years of pleasurable but never fully
gratifying sex, TRacy CLARK-FLORY finally
gets her happy ending
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In her forthcoming memoir, Why Be
Happy When You Could Be Normal?,
acclaimed British author Jeanette
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childhood. And, in a searingly honest
conversation with her friend A. M.
Howmes, she further probes her recovery
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Jessica Simpson wears a stretch pique dress from Narciso
Rodriguez, yellow sapphire and diamond earrings and a yellow
sapphire ring with peridot, turquoise, sapphires, and diamonds,
both from Van Cleef & Arpels. Simpson wears yellow sapphire
and diamond earrings and a yellow sapphire ring with peridot,
turquoise, sapphires, and diamonds from Van Cleef & Arpels.
Photographed by Carter Smith. Styled by Joe Zee. Hair by
Robert Vetica. Makeup by Pati Dubroff, Manicure by Tom
Bachik. Set design by Steve Halterman. Fashion assistant:
Sarah Schussheim. To get her makeup look, try Colour Surge
Eye Shadow Duo in Strawberry Fudge, High Lengths Mascara in
Black, Fresh Bloom Allover Colour in Peony, Blushwear Cream
Stick in Rosy Blush, and High Impact Lip Colour SPF 15 in Go
Fig, all by Clinique. Heidi Klum wears a silk crepe slipdress from
Calvin Klein Callection, a white gold and diamond openwork
bracelet from Bulgari, and diamond bangles from Tiffany & Co.
For details, see Shopping Guide. To get her makeup look, try
Colour Surge Eye Shadow Duo in Ivory Bisque/Bronze Satin, »
Lash Power Mascara in Black Onyx, Soft Pressed Powder Blusher

in Mocha Pink, and High Impact Lip Colour SPF 15in In a Nutshell,
all by Clinique. Photographed by Thomas Whiteslde. Styled

by Christopher Niquet. Hair by Michel Aleman. Makeup by lst
Linda Hay. Manicure by Tom Bachlk. Props by Juliet Jernigan.
Fashion assistants: Courtney Rani ski, Sarah Si
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SHORETHING
‘ Buffett awaits
guestsin a
Josa Tulum
dress and
Roarke
necklace and
bracelets.
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| Pgass the popcorn! You're invited
to dinner and a backyard movie
~ at Savannah Jane Buffett's canal-
! front Miami hideaway. Julie Vadnal
&0 PUlls up alawn chair —
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cross the bay from the sleek art crowd,
vodka-fueled bachelorettes, and club-
thumping bass lines of South Beach,
Miami, lies Belle Meade, a quaint,
local-leaning neighborhood that’s home
to Savannah Jane Buffett, eldest daughter
of Jimmy, the laid-back guitar man who
made us all abandon late-'70s glitter and
disco for flip-flops and frozen margaritas.
“When I tell people I live in Miami, the
looks on their faces are as if I told them
I live in Las Vegas,” Buffett says. “And I
completely understand.” But when she
bought her three-bedroom, canal-front
house six years ago, the once-seedy nabe
was undergoing a shift: James Beard
Award-winning Michelle Bernstein—pos-
sibly Miami’s best-known chef—had just
opened Michy’s nearby, and the requisite
Starbucks popped up on Biscayne Boule-
vard. Nowadays, Buffett kayaks down the
canal to locavore paradise Redlight Little
River, where her friend Kris Wessel cooks
up New Orleans—style ribs “even when I
walk in with 10 people without a reserva-
tion.” She buys furniture locally, too: one-
ofakind refurbished finds—“I want to
redo my whole house with their stuff!”—
from the mother-daughters staff at Found
in the nearby Wynwood Art District.
Buffett grew up traveling the globe with

www. elle.com

her dad, shuffling among New York City,
Palm Beach, Malibu, Aspen, St. Barts,
and Nashville, but “Florida has always
had a special place in my heart,” she says.
“When I was a kid, he used to take me out
on the boat in Key West. We would fish
and explore the mangroves and all the
amazing wildlife. From a very early age 1
knew how to bait a hook, cast a line, and
reel 'em in.”

Now, at 32, Buffett says Miami finally
feels like home, and it’s also where she
broadcasts her weekly Savannah Day
Dreamin’ Radio Hour SiriusXM radio
show, 60 minutes of steel drum-infused
pop from sunny indie artists such as Tune-
Yards and Natty.

The music speaks to another infectious
beachy vibe she can’t shake, that of Ja-
maica—she celebrated her thirtieth birth-
day on the island with her best friends over
oysters and Red Stripe—so tonight, she’s
invited a dozen guests over for movie night
in her backyard. (She spotted an inflat-
able projection screen in a SkyMall cata-
log a few years ago and has been throwing
movie nights in the backyard ever since.
Last time, she screened Spike Jonze’s
Where the Wild Things Are) Tonight’s show-
ing e 1978 cult reggae film Rockers.

“This song is so dope!” Buffett squeals

_ PICTURE SHOW
Buffett and guests
. tJounge in the
backyard to watch
Jﬂmal(_a.ll flick
Nt i L 'Rockers.

as the sun sets over Belle Meade and over
her friends, who are settled onto the bam-
boo mats, hand-embroidered Indian blan-
kets, and lawn chairs she’s set up in her
sandy backyard. On-screen, Rastafarians
are high-fiving, singing, and banging steel
drums under a bamboo hut, and though
her friends are chatting around her, Buffett
is transfixed. “Whenever I spend my time
in palm tree-type places, reggae seems to
be the music that fits the mood best,” she
says, having just finished reading Timo-
thy White’s Bob Marley biography Catch
a Fire—“it’s hard to mess with Bob”—on
her most recent trip to Jamaica. (She goes
at least twice a year.) Her chill demeanor
is obviously island-inspired, though it could
be chalked up to genetics, too: Buffett air-
dries her natural waves, sips beer from the
bottle, and calls her close friends “dude” in
such a lovable way that you can’t help but

BACKYARD B BITES S
Savannafz ) salsa
Swiss chard salad
Jamaican jerk chicken
Rice and peas with fried bammy =
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YEAH, HOR
(Clockwise from
top left) Buffett
serves her guests
papaya coladas; the

=

envy her round-the-
clock vacation lifestyle.

“Both [my parents]
instilled in me the

night’s tropical
cocktail; Buffett | love of music, the spir-
prepares her it of adventure, and, of

signature salsa; in
her cozy living
room.,

course, tanght me how
to throw a good party,”
she says. Her entertaining M.O. is simple—
“I want the playlist to be great, I want the
beer to be cold, I want to make sure there’s
enough food,” she says, “and T want to cook
it” So when the movie’s over (or guests
have migrated to the living room to escape
the “freezing” 67-degree chill), it’s time for
Savvy, as her friends call her, to serve the Ja-
maican food she’s spent the day preparing—
the movie always influences the menu—
with the help of chef friend Adam Kanner.
(Someone had to grill the jerk chicken while
she mingled during the movie.) They’ve de-
cided to riff off of a Jamaican menu using lo-
cal farmers’ market ingredients—“callaloo
had just gone out of season, so we used Swiss
chard for the salad,” she says—and authen-
tic fare from local grocery stores, which, in
Miami, stock Jamaican bammy: a cassava
flatbread that Buffett is frying and serv-
ing with the addictive peas-and-rice dish
cooked in coconut milk.

As for cocktails, her friend Chris Hud-
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nall, head bartender at the Scho Beach

>

Ser,

PAPAYA COLADA

2 0z Santa Teresa
Gran Reserva

Anejo Rum
1 0z coconut milk
10z coconut cream
1 0z coconut water
5 papaya chunks
2 dashes of Fee
Brothers Old
Fashion Bitters

House, prepared his twist on a pifia colada,
this one served in a halved papaya—and
mixed in Dad’s Margaritaville-branded
blender, of course.

And though it’s hardly Jamaican, Buffett
always serves her signature cherry tomato
and cilantro salsa. “It’s a staple, no matter
what kind of food I'm serving,” she says.
“My Aunt Lulu taught me how to make it
years ago, and she said you only have to
give somebody credit three times before a
dish is your own, but I still give her credit.”

Amid the chaos of hungry guests and a
roaring Marley playlist, Buffett stays cool;
even when she realizes she’s forgotten
to make the key lime pie for dessert, she
shrugs it off.

And by the time dinner’s over, her guests
are too absorbed in a Ring Game tourna-
ment on her back porch to care about ex-
tra helpings. To play, you hold a metal ring
tied to a string hanging from the porch ceil-
ing and swing it toward a nail stuck in a
post a few feet away. The goal? Get the ring
around the nail. Not as easy as it sounds;
Buffett’s friend Dev, a former roommate in
the Belle Meade house, still can’t get it after
afew tries. Buffett, never one to crack under
pressure, steps up to the hanging ring, lets it
go, and lands it on the first try. L4

SAVVY'S MOVIE-NIGHT MUSTS |

Buffett lights the
stairs to her
backyard with
candle-filled glass
jars. Smith &
Hawken Wasp Candle
Holder, $20,
targel.com

Guests wrapped
themselves up in
hand-embroidered
Indian quilts (made
from recycled saris)
once the sun went
down. Kantha
Quilted Throw, $99,
westelm.com

479"s Pop It
Yourself kit comes
with a roasted onion
salt blend for
sprinkling. Organic
heirloom popcorn
(part of the Sweet +
Savory P.1Y. Kit),
$35, 479popcorn.com

Buffett’s friend
Laetitia Stanfield
designs woven
bracelets that
reflect her laid-back
island groove. Pomp
Neon bracelets, $60
each, roarkenyc.com

Buffett serves island
brew courtesy of
Jimmy’s own brand,
naturally.
landsharklager.com

“T just love the style
of Rockers,” she says
of the 1978 film;
most of it was shot
where Bob Marley
often recorded. $70,
itunes.com

Top: photographed by Jason O'Dell; all still lifes: Philip Friedman/Studio D; movie still: Mary Evans/Ronald Grant/courtesy of the Everett Collection



